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Our baking club meets 
over a number of weeks to 
share the pleasure of 
baking treats and sharing 
recipes and skills. 
Students and staff alike 
join in. 

Baking 
Club 

Our Habitat for Humanity 
group is supported by the 
whole community in 
raising funds for our 
students and staff to build 
alongside the local 
community in Ethiopia, 
India and Romania.  

Habitat  

Our annual production 
 
Our A level Performing 
Arts show 
 
Our GCSE drama show 
 
Our active primary links  
 
Our work with professional 
theatre 

Drama 

Our students regularly win 
awards for their film 
making, and just this year 
Hollie has won a Carson 
Bursary and Toby has 
won the Young Film 
Maker Award at 
Newcastle Community 
Cinema “Eat My Shorts” 
film making competition. 

Film 
Making 

Our Amnesty group is 
particularly active in 
support of the plight of 
refugees and asylum 
seekers. Amnesty 
organises awareness 
raising assemblies, raises 
funds and hosts petition 
signing sessions in 
support of prisoners of 
conscience. 

Amnesty 
Inter 
national 

Shimna students founded 
the first GSA in any school 
in Northern Ireland. Our 
GSA supports individual 
students dealing with 
issues of identity, 
campaigns against 
homophobic bullying and 
works to ensure an 
inclusive ethos throughout 
the school 

GSA Scripture Union offers an 
opportunity to meet for 
prayer and discussion on 
matters of faith. SU 
members support each 
other in their faith and in 
their questioning. 

Scripture 
Union 

Roots and Shoots is a 
student led environmental 
group which organises 
activities to raise 
awareness of the natural 
environment and takes 
action to support nature, 
the animals and plants 
which share our space, 
and the habitats which 
sustain them. 

Roots 
and 
Shoots 

Our Bronze, Silver and 
Gold groups play a 
leading role in the school 
through their volunteering, 
their commitment to 
physical activity and to 
learning new skills. They 
also undertake 
challenging expeditions 
and, at Gold level, 
residentials. 

Duke of 
Ed/Gaisce 
Award 

Our choir comes together 
to sing together and to 
sing for special occasions. 
Shimna Voices is the joint 
choir of Shimna students, 
staff, parents, governors 
and friends, and, along 
with All Children’sIPS 
performed and recorded 
“Building Tomorrow” for 
our 25th Anniversary 

Choir 
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Our students played an 
active role in producing  a 
groundbreaking video 
giving a voice to 
representatives of 
minority faiths and 
commitments. The video 
is used in other schools 
and was adopted by the 
Probation Board for 
training purposes. 

Religious 
Voices 

All our students have the 
opportunity to play 
ukulele in music class, 
and those who love it, 
come together to form 
our ukulele orchestra to 
play together and to 
represent the school on 
special occasions. 

Ukulele 

At any one time, a number 
of bands will be relying on 
the music rooms after 
school to jam, to play 
together and to rehearse 
in readiness for gigs and 
performances.  

Band Students are now making 
a new video, giving a 
voice to refugees and 
asylum seekers. The 
students hosted a cafe 
style friendship event at 
which each student got to 
interact with people from 
a range of refugee 
backgrounds.  

Refugee 
Voices 

Our 6th form students 
each year enter the Mock 
Bar Trial Competition, 
working with Shimna 
OldScholar barrister 
mentors and pleading 
their case before a real 
judge at the High Court in 
Belfast. They also 
undertake advocacy 
training. 

Mock 
Bar Trial 

Our 6th form students take 
part in the Attorney 
General’s Living Law 
Programme with sessions 
at Stormont and the 
Courts and work with 
solicitors and barristers 
for a feel of the whole 
span of legal work. 

Living Law 
Programme 
 

Our students take part in 
the Junior, Intermediate 
and Senior Mathematics 
Challenge every year, 
winning certificates at 
Bronze, Silver and Gold 
level. Students have even 
qualified for the European 
Kangaroo Challenge. 

UK Maths 
Challenge 

Our languages staff, 
students and our 
langauges assistants run 
lunchtime clubs which 
meet the interests of 
students in differing 
years: French; German; 
Spanish; Irish; Italian; 
Arabic etc. 

Languages 
Clubs 
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